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Project Overview

Research Objectives

This research paints a picture of Siskiyou County as a leisure destination in 

terms of: 

• Overall familiarity, awareness and destination appeal amongst regional 

travelers 

• Brand associations & destination attributes

• Visitation metrics

• Events and festivals of interest to travelers

• Emotional and functional drivers of visitation

• Evaluation of Siskiyou County as a leisure and business travel destination

This report presents the findings of a brand exploration study conducted by Destination Analysts, Inc. on behalf of the Siskiyou County Visitors Bureau & 

Augustine Ideas. The results of this research quantifies the opinions of regional residents and recent visitors to the area, as well as guide Siskiyou County 

in the execution of its rebranding efforts and to assist the organization in all levels of its marketing and advertising.

Above: Mount Shasta, Black Butte & Castle Lake. Digital Image. Source: Shutterstock.com
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Methodology

Destination Analysts and Siskiyou County developed the survey.  Using our partner sample provider Survey Sampling International, the survey was then 

administered online to a sample of 600 regional leisure travelers.  The data shown in this report represents leisure travelers who live in the region (Northern 

California, Oregon or the Reno, NV MSA) who are interested in leisure travel to Northern California.  More specifically, to be eligible to take the survey 

respondents had to have taken at least one leisure trip (weekend getaway or vacation) in the past 12 months and be interested in traveling to or within 

Northern California. The survey was fielded August 9th through August 17th, 2016.  Data presented in this report is weighted to reflect the actual populations 

in each of three geographies included in the study.  The flowchart below illustrates how the sample was developed for this report.

Terminate non-
travelers.

Regional 
Adult 

Population

Terminate those 
not interested in 

Northern 
California travel

Regional 
Travelers

Northern 
California-
interested 
Travelers

Sample Screening Process

Includes Northern California, Oregon and the Reno, NV MSA. The population studied in this report.
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Quick Facts

Percent of respondents who had heard of Siskiyou County prior to taking the survey 61.4%

Percent of respondents who have visited Siskiyou County in the last three years 34.7%

Percent of respondents who report being “familiar” or “very familiar” with the 
attractions and things to do in Siskiyou County

31.0%

Percent of respondents who find Siskiyou County to be an “appealing” or “very 
appealing” destination for a leisure day-trip

84.9%

Percent of respondents who find Siskiyou County to be an “appealing” or “very 
appealing” destination for a leisure overnight trip

90.0%

Siskiyou County was rated highest as a destination respondents would want to take 
an outdoor adventure trip to, with over 80 percent reporting being “interested” or 
“very interested” in taking an outdoor adventure trip to the County.

81.1%

Percent of respondents who cited a lack of information about Siskiyou County as 
their reason for not visiting the destination more often

44.3%

NOTE: In remainder of the report the term
“respondents” will be referring to Northern
California-Interested travelers, meaning
those who have taken at least one leisure trip
(weekend getaway or vacation) in the past 12
months and who also expressed interest in
traveling to or within Northern California.
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Executive Summary

Travel Frequency

• Regional Northern California-interested travelers hold high potential for Siskiyou County due to their 

propensity to take many trips.  In fact, the average respondent surveyed has made 8.4 trips in the past 

12 months – of which 5.4 were for leisure.  The survey then asked respondents which types of 

overnight leisure trips they would be likely to take in the next 24 months. Over three-fourths (77.4%) 

are planning to take an overnight leisure family trip in the next 24 months. 

Interest in & Awareness of the Far Northern California Region

• Northern California is a highly desired destination amongst regional travelers.  This survey required that respondents have some interest in 

traveling in Northern California, of which 52.5 percent were “interested” and 47.5 percent were “very interested.”  When non-travelers are taken 

into account, nearly 45 percent of the regional adult population reports being “very interested” in visiting this part of the state.

• Perceived familiarity with the areas and attractions in the far northern region of California was high amongst Northern California-interested 

travelers.  Over three-quarters of those interested in Northern California surveyed reported being “familiar” or “extremely familiar” with the cities, 

towns and attractions in the far northern region of the state (78.7%).
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Executive Summary (continued)

Interest in & Awareness of the Far Northern California Region (continued)

• Despite high levels of perceived familiarity with the region, top-of-mind awareness of Siskiyou County’s tourism assets is not strong.  Respondents 

interested in visiting Northern California were asked to think about areas and attractions within the far northern region of California. Less than one-in-ten 

respondents, 8.0 percent, listed a top-of-mind city, town or attraction within Siskiyou County - with Mt. Shasta (5.3%) topping the list. 

• Siskiyou County’s region (the far northern part of California) is a highly appealing leisure travel destination. The survey asked how appealing 

respondents find far northern California as a leisure destination. Nearly all felt the region was “appealing” (42.4%) or “very appealing” (55.1%). A very 

slim 0.1 percent find the region to be unappealing.

• The far Northern part of California is prized for its beauty, affordability and relaxing ambiance. The survey asked respondents to rate the level of 

importance of northern California’s destination attributes. Of the 21 aspects tested, nine-in-ten respondents interested in traveling to Northern California 

rated beautiful scenery as the most important aspect in generating interest in visiting far Northern California (89.1%). In addition to beautiful scenery, 

affordability (85.2%) and relaxing ambiance (84.3%), were top aspects associated with Northern California.

• Hiking is the outdoor recreational activity travelers would be most interested in for a leisure trip to far northern California. Survey respondents who 

reported that outdoor recreational activities were “important” or “very important” in generating interest for a leisure trip to the far northern region of 

California in the previous question were then asked which activities were of most interest to them. Beyond hiking, this group cited fishing (43.8%) and 

cycling (39.6%) as the activities of most interest.
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Executive Summary (continued)

Interest & Awareness of Leisure Travel to Siskiyou County

• Awareness of Siskiyou County was moderate with over six-in-ten respondents reporting that they have heard of Siskiyou County. In total, 61.4 percent 

of respondents have heard of Siskiyou County prior to taking this survey while 30.3 percent have not. Additionally, 8.4 percent were uncertain of 

whether they have heard of Siskiyou County.

• Northern California-interested travelers have a moderate level of familiarity with Siskiyou County’s leisure travel offerings. When asked how familiar 

respondents were with the attractions and things to do in Siskiyou County, half reported being at least “somewhat familiar” with the destination’s 

offerings, including 15.0 percent who are “extremely familiar.” The remaining 49.5 percent reported being unfamiliar, including one-in-five who report 

being “totally unfamiliar.”

• When regional travelers picture Siskiyou County, the first descriptions that come to mind are beautiful/scenic, relaxing and amazing. Respondents 

were asked in an open-ended question to describe Siskiyou County as a place to visit. These associations primarily focused on the county’s natural assets. 

• Mount Shasta and Shasta Lake are the region’s most recognized destination assets. Survey respondents were shown a list of 15 far northern California 

cities and asked which they have heard of prior to taking this survey. The majority of respondents have heard of Mount Shasta (74.7%), Shasta Lake 

(70.6%) and Redding (63.9%) prior to taking this survey. Approximately half of these respondents also heard of Yreka (50.8%) and Weed (48.0%).
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Executive Summary (continued)

Current Perceptions of Siskiyou County as a Leisure Destination

• Siskiyou County is most strongly associated with being “outdoorsy,” “beautiful” and “relaxing” in minds of those interested in visiting Northern 

California. Survey respondents were presented a list of 29 positive descriptors and asked which accurately describe Siskiyou County. The destination 

was associated with being outdoorsy (51.9%), beautiful (51.0%) and relaxing (46.1%). Those who reported being familiar with Siskiyou County were 

more likely to describe the County as being “adventurous,” “historic” and “family-friendly” compared to those who are not familiar with the area.

• Of the negative destination descriptors tested, those interested in visiting Northern California felt that Siskiyou County could most be described as 

“unknown” (22.5%) and “touristy” (21.5%). Additionally, approximately 15 percent of respondents felt Siskiyou County could also be described as 

“underdeveloped” (17.2%) and “remote/hard to travel to” (15.4%).

• The vast majority of those interested in traveling to Northern California surveyed found Siskiyou County appealing for both a leisure day trip and 

overnight leisure trip.

• Siskiyou County is prized for its beauty, outdoor assets and relaxing ambiance.  The survey presented those interested in visiting Northern California 

with a list of 21 destination attributes and asked respondents to rate each attribute of Siskiyou County as a place to visit for leisure. Of the attributes 

tested, beautiful scenery, outdoor recreation, parks (national/state/local) and relaxing ambiance topped the list, all with a top two box score over 90 

percent.
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Executive Summary (continued)

Past Visitation to Siskiyou County

• Nearly two-thirds of survey respondents have previously visited Siskiyou County. This includes 34.7 percent of respondents who have visited within 

the last three years. The largest proportion of past visitors were in Siskiyou County for a leisure day-trip (37.0%), while a slightly smaller percentage 

were in the area for an overnight getaway or vacation (30.3%). 

Evaluation of Siskiyou County as a Leisure Trip Destination

• Recreations and relaxation are primary draws for the county.   Survey respondents were asked, in an open-ended question, to describe what their 

primary reason for taking an overnight leisure trip to Siskiyou County would be. Outdoor recreation (15.5%) and relaxation (13.9%) were the most 

common reasons respondents said would motivate them visit Siskiyou County for an overnight leisure trip. 

• In an aided environment, scenic beauty and visiting Mount Shasta were key motivators for an overnight Siskiyou County visit. Survey respondents 

were then presented with a list of 23 motivators and asked which would be an important motivator for them to take an overnight leisure trip to 

Siskiyou County. The most motivational factors tested were scenic beauty and visiting Mount Shasta.



11

Destination Attribute Analysis
Siskiyou County’s most powerful attributes are clearly 

beauty and relaxing ambiance.  The chart on the left is a 

side-by-side comparison of the 11 most important 

destination attributes survey respondents rated as 

“important” or “very important” to generating interest in 

visiting far northern California vs. the top two box score 

rating (“good” and “very good”) for these same attributes 

in relation to Siskiyou County. In contrast, respondents 

felt the County was comparatively weaker for affordability, 

ease of getting around, access, restaurants and hotel 

quality. Two of the county’s highest rated attributes (Parks 

and outdoor activities) are also those least valued by 

travelers interested in the region. 

Questions: 1. In general, how important are each of the following to your interest in visiting the far northern region of California for a leisure trip or getaway? (Please use the scale 
below where "1" equals "Very Unimportant" and "5" equals "Very Important" to answer for each) 2. Please use the five point scale below (where "1" equals "Very Poor" and "5" 
equals "Very Good") to evaluate each attribute of Siskiyou County as a place to visit for leisure travel.

50%

55%

60%

65%

70%

75%

80%

85%

90%

95%

100%

Overall importance to Destination Selection

Siskiyou County Evaluation ("Good" or "Very Good")

Executive Summary (continued)



12

Executive Summary (continued)

Evaluation of Siskiyou County as a Leisure Trip Destination (continued)

• Siskiyou County’s natural assets and outdoor recreational offerings generated the most interest amongst respondents in terms of motivating them 

to visit the area. The survey presented respondents with a list of 13 destination offerings and asked their level of interest in each, in terms of 

motivating them to visit Siskiyou County.  Access to Mount Shasta generated the most interest with a top two box score of 86.5 percent. This was 

followed by the County’s other natural assets: state parks, Lava Beds National Park, access to the Volcanic Scenic Byway and recreational access to 

rivers/lakes – all receiving a top two box score of approximately 80 percent.

• Events and festivals hold promise for generating incremental visitor traffic.  Approximately four-in-ten respondents cited the Great Pumpkin Festival 

(42.7%), Christmas Tree Lighting (39.7%) and Montague Balloon Fair (39.4%) as the most interesting fall/winter events that would motivate a trip to 

Siskiyou County. Additionally, one-in-three respondents cited the Yreka Gold Rush Days (35.8%), Siskiyou Golden Fair (35.3%) and McCloud 

Lumberjack Fiesta (33.2%) as the most interesting spring/summer events that would motivate a trip to Siskiyou County.

• Amongst potential trip types, Siskiyou County was most highly rated for vacations and weekend getaways. The survey asked respondents to rate 

Siskiyou County as a place for general trip types.  Respondents felt that the area was best for vacations (87.2%) and weekend getaways (85.0%), each 

scoring a top two box score of over 80 percent. Siskiyou County was perceived to be a comparatively less appealing destination for business meetings, 

scoring a top two box score of 40.9 percent.
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Executive Summary (continued)

Evaluation of Siskiyou County as a Leisure Trip Destination (continued)

• Lack of destination knowledge limits the destination’s potential.  Respondents reported not visiting Siskiyou County more often primarily due to lack of 

information about the area. Other top reasons listed for not visiting the County more often are that the destination is too far from home (37.1%) and 

respondents have more interest in other destinations (27.3%).

Travel Planning Resources Used

• Word-of-mouth was a powerful offline travel planning resource used in planning leisure travel. The survey asked respondents which offline travel 

planning resources they used to plan vacations and weekend getaways. The majority, 66.8 percent, reported using the opinions of friends or relatives 

to plan their leisure travel which again demonstrates the importance of destination familiarity and awareness. In addition to word-of-mouth, those 

interested in visiting Northern California often use travel or lifestyle magazines (43.6%) and/or official destination guidebooks (30.3%) to plan their 

leisure travel. 

• OTAs are the most frequently utilized online travel planning resource used by those surveyed. Over half, 52.5 percent, reported using online travel 

agencies to plan their vacations and weekend getaways. This was closely followed by consumer review websites such as TripAdvisor (42.9%), official 

destination websites (42.8%) and hotel websites (42.6%). Social media also plays a significant role in travel planning, primarily lead by Facebook 

(39.0%) and Instagram (25.4%).
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Executive Summary (continued)

• Levels of past visitation to Siskiyou county are relatively similar 

between the three geographies studied here. Residents of the 

Reno metropolitan area are the most likely to have never visited 

Siskiyou County and Oregonians are the most likely to have visited 

in the past 3 years.

• Northern Californians report the highest levels of familiarity with 

the tourist assets of the far Northern past of the state. They also 

report the highest levels of familiarity with Siskiyou County.

• The appeal of Siskiyou County (and the far northern part of the 

state) transcends region of residence.  Both are rated very highly 

for destination appeal in all three geographies studied.

Northern 
California

Oregon
Reno 

Metropolitan 
Area

Visited Siskiyou County 
(in past 3 years)

33.1% 40.8% 35.2%

Never visited Siskiyou County 36.4% 29.8% 40.8%

Familiarity with Far Northern CA 
("Familiar" or "Extremely familiar")

83.4% 61.2% 77.5%

Appeal of Far Northern CA 
("Appealing" or "Extremely 

appealing")
97.9% 96.0% 98.6%

Aware of Siskiyou County 60.4% 66.2% 49.3%

Familiar with Siskiyou County's 
Attractions/Things to do

32.3% 28.1% 12.7%

Appeal of Siskiyou County for Day 
Trips ("Appealing" or "Extremely 

appealing")
83.9% 89.0% 83.1%

Appeal of Siskiyou County for 
Overnight Trips ("Appealing" or 

"Extremely appealing")
89.4% 92.3% 91.5%

Regional Analysis
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Executive Summary (continued)

• Those who find Siskiyou County “extremely appealing” as 

a leisure day-trip or overnight trip destination are evenly 

spread across the region. 

• Those who find Siskiyou County “extremely appealing” as 

a leisure destination travel more. They are also more likely 

to have taken family trips, outdoor adventure trips and 

friends getaways compared to other respondents.

• This group is also much more familiar with areas and 

attractions in the far northern California region and 

Siskiyou County specifically. They have also visited the 

County much more recently than other respondents.

• Demographically speaking, respondents who find Siskiyou 

County  “extremely appealing” as a leisure destination are 

younger, have higher annual incomes and are more likely 

to be married or married with children under 18.

Target Audience
Respondents who find 

Siskiyou County “Extremely 
appealing” as a Leisure Day-

Trip or Overnight Trip

All Others

Place of Residence
N. CA – 77.0%

Oregon – 20.9%
Reno MSA – 1.9%

N. CA – 76.8%
Oregon – 20.2%

Reno MSA – 3.0%
Number of Leisure Vacations 

in Past 12 Months
2.7 2.3

Number of Weekend Getaways
in Past 12 Months

3.3 2.3

Types of Overnight Leisure Trips Likely 
to be Taken in Next 24 Months

Family Trip–81.9%
Outdoor adventure–55.4% 

Friends getaway–43.7% 

Family Trip–70.7%
Outdoor adventure–36.7% 

Friends getaway–34.3% 

Extremely Familiar with Areas and 
Attractions in Far Northern California

44.6% 27.5%

Extremely Familiar with Attractions & 
Things to Do in Siskiyou County

24.6% 1.0%

Past Visitation to Siskiyou County
Within last 3 years – 44.7%

3-10 years ago – 15.8% 
10+ years ago – 8.6% 

Within last 3 years – 19.9%
3-10 years ago – 21.4% 
10+ years ago – 17.1% 

Age (mean) 38.5 44.0

Income (mean) $93,607 $82,867

Marital Status
Married – 39.0%

Married w/ Children–38.0%
Married – 35.9%

Married w/ Children–25.5%

Have Heard of “The State of Jefferson” 46.1% 44.4%

“The State of Jefferson” makes them 
much more interested in visiting

38.4% 10.5%
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Executive Summary (continued)

The State of Jefferson

• A significant proportion of those surveyed, 45.4 percent, have heard of “The State of Jefferson.” A similar percentage, 46.2 percent, have not heard 

of “The State of Jefferson” and 8.4 percent are unsure.

• The concept creates some level on interest in the region.  The survey then provided respondents with a detailed description of “The State of 

Jefferson” and asked if it affects their interest in visiting Siskiyou County. The largest proportion of regional travelers surveyed, 45.8 percent, report 

that it makes them more interested in visiting the County, including 27.1 percent who said it has made them much more interested in visiting.
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SURVEY RESPONDENT DETAILS
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Number of Trips in the Past 12 Months

Question: In the PAST 12 MONTHS, how many of each of the following trips have 
you taken? (Please enter numeric values below) Base: All respondents. 606 
responses.

Chart 1: Number of Trips in the Past 12 MonthsThe average respondent surveyed has made 8.4 trips in the past 12 months 

– of which 5.4 were for leisure. Northern California, Oregon and the Reno 

MSA residents took an average of 2.9 weekend getaways and 2.5 leisure 

vacations in the past 12 months. 

Note - respondents who did not take at least one weekend getaway or 

vacation in the past 12 months were branched out of the survey. 

1.4

1.6

2.5

2.9

0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0

Conference or other group
meeting trip

Business travel

Leisure vacation

Weekend getaway



19

Types of Anticipated Overnight Leisure Trips in the Next 24 Months

Question: In the NEXT 24 MONTHS, which of these types of overnight leisure 
trips are you likely to take? (Select all that apply) Base: All respondents. 604 
responses.

Chart 2: Types of Anticipated Overnight Leisure Trips in the Next 24 MonthsOver three-fourths (77.4%) of those surveyed who have taken a leisure trip 

in the past 12 months were planning to take an overnight leisure family trip 

in the next 24 months. The survey asked respondents which types of 

overnight leisure trips they would be likely to take in the next 24 months. 

Aside from a family trip, these travelers were also likely to  take a couples 

getaway (63.1%) and an outdoor adventure trip (47.9%).  Respondents were 

comparatively less likely to take a girlfriend or guy’s trip (24.5% and 12.1%).

12.1%

24.5%

39.9%

47.9%

63.1%

77.4%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Guy’s trip

Girlfriend trip

Friend’s getaway (3 or more 
friends traveling together)

Outdoor adventure trip

Couples getaway

Family trip
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INTEREST & AWARENESS OF

LEISURE TRAVEL TO/WITHIN THE

FAR NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

REGION
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Interest in Leisure Travel to California’s Three Regions – Top Two Box Score

Question: Please rate your general level of interest in the following areas as a 
destination to travel for a vacation or getaway. Base: All respondents. 604 
responses.

Chart 3: Interest in Leisure Travel to California’s Three Regions – Top Two 
Box Score

This survey required that respondents had some level of interest in traveling 

to or within Northern California, of which 52.5 percent were “interested” 

and 47.5 percent were “very interested.” Survey respondents were asked to 

rate their general level of interest in traveling to each of California’s three 

regions using a five point scale from “very uninterested” to “very interested.” 

In addition, over 80 percent of respondents also expressed interest in visiting  

Southern California (88.0%) and Central California (84.8%).

The subsequent slides in this report will refer to the population of study as 

“those interested in leisure travel to/within northern California.”

44.6%

40.0%

52.5%

40.2%

48.0%

47.5%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Central California Coast

Southern California

Northern California

Interested Very Interested
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Familiarity with Areas and Attractions in Far Northern California

Question: How familiar are you with the cities, towns and attractions in the far 
northern region of California? (Select one). Base: Respondents who are 
interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 4: Familiarity with Areas and Attractions in Far Northern CaliforniaFamiliarity with the areas and attractions in the far northern region of 

California was high amongst those interested in leisure travel to/within 

Northern California. Over three-quarters of those interested in Northern 

California surveyed report being “familiar” or “extremely familiar” with the 

cities, towns and attractions in the far northern region of the state (78.7%).

Additionally, 18.8 percent reported being somewhat familiar while a slim 2.4 

percent reported being unfamiliar.

0.9%

1.5%

18.8%

41.1%

37.7%

0% 20% 40% 60%

Totally Unfamiliar

Unfamiliar

Somewhat familiar

Familiar

Extremely familiar
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Top-of-Mind Cities, Towns and Attractions in Far Northern California – Unaided 

Question: Please think about visiting places in the far northern region of 
California. Which cities, towns and attractions first come to mind? Base: 
Respondents who are interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 
549 responses.

Chart 5: Top-of-Mind Cities, Towns and Attractions in Far Northern California – Unaided To assess Siskiyou County’s competitive environment, respondents interested 

in visiting Northern California were asked to think about areas and attractions 

within the far northern region of California. In an open-ended format—

respondents listed the first four things that came to mind. The chart on the 

right shows the top 15 responses. Nearly one-in-ten respondents, 8.0 

percent, listed a top-of-mind city, town or attraction within Siskiyou County 

- with Mt. Shasta (5.3%) topping the list. Additionally, over half of survey 

respondents wrote-in San Francisco (51.3%) followed by Sacramento (25.5%), 

Lake Tahoe (16.4%) and Napa (15.9%). 

The call-out box on the chart to the right shows the percentages of 

respondents who wrote-in a Siskiyou County area or attraction.

4.6%

5.0%

5.3%

5.3%

5.4%

6.3%

6.4%

7.1%

8.9%

9.6%

9.9%

15.9%

16.4%

25.5%

51.3%

0% 20% 40% 60%

Mendocino

Fort Bragg

Sonoma County

Mt. Shasta

Redwood National and State Parks

Yosemite National Park

Santa Cruz

Monterey

San Jose

Redding

Eureka

Napa

Lake Tahoe/Tahoe City

Sacramento

San Francisco

Siskiyou County Areas 
Listed:

Mt. Shasta – 5.3%
Weed - 1.2%
Yreka - 0.9%
Happy Camp - 0.4%
Tulelake - 0.1%
Dunsmuir - 0.1%
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Appeal of Far Northern California Region for a Leisure Trip

Question: In general, how appealing do you find the far northern region of 
California as a destination for a leisure getaway or vacation? (Select one) Base: 
Respondents who are interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 
604 responses.

Chart 6: Appeal of Far Northern California Region for a Leisure TripThe region’s high familiarity amongst those interested in visiting Northern 

California is well complimented by an overwhelming consensus that the far 

northern region of California is an appealing destination for a leisure 

getaway. The survey asked how appealing respondents find far northern 

California as a leisure destination. Nearly all respondents surveyed felt the 

region was “appealing” (42.4%) or “very appealing” (55.1%). A very slim 0.1 

percent find the region to be unappealing.

0.1%

0.1%

0.0%

2.4%

42.4%

55.1%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

I don’t know

Very Unappealing

Unappealing

Neither appealing nor
unappealing

Appealing

Very Appealing
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Importance of Certain Aspects to Interest in Visiting Far Northern California 
– Top Two Box Score

Question: In general, how important are each of the following to your interest in 
visiting the far northern region of California for a leisure trip or getaway? Base: 
Respondents who are interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 
604 responses.

Chart 7: Importance of Certain Aspects to Interest in Visiting Far Northern 
California – Top Two Box Score

Of the 21 aspects tested, nine-in-ten respondents rated beautiful scenery as 

the most important aspect in generating interest in visiting far Northern 

California (89.1%). The survey asked respondents to rate the level of 

importance of certain aspects of the northern California region as it pertains 

to generating interest in visiting the area. Northern California-interested 

travelers used a five point scale from “very unimportant” to “very important.” 

The chart on the right shows the top two box score of the top ten rated 

aspects. In addition to beautiful scenery, affordability (85.2%) and relaxing 

ambiance (84.3%), were top aspects associated with Northern California. 

Safety (83.3%), lots to see & do (83.2%), and ease of getting around (81.2%) 

were also highly rated attributes.  

The full data on all aspects tested is presented on the next two slides.

50.1%

45.2%

44.6%

46.5%

49.8%

48.5%

39.3%

44.8%

46.0%

40.0%

27.6%

33.0%

35.0%

34.5%

31.4%

34.7%

44.0%

39.5%

39.2%

49.1%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Outdoor activities/recreation

Hotels—quality

Restaurants and food scene

Access – ease of getting there
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Safety
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Beautiful scenery

Important (4) Very important (5)
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Importance of Certain Aspects to Interest in Visiting Far Northern California 
– Top 2 Box Score (All aspects tested)

Question: In general, how 
important are each of the following 
to your interest in visiting the far 
northern region of California for a 
leisure trip or getaway? 

Base: Respondents who are 
interested in leisure travel to/within 
Northern California. 604 responses.

Table 1: Importance of Certain Aspects to Interest in Visiting Far Northern California – Top 2 Box Score (All aspects tested)

Important Very important Top Two Box Score

Beautiful scenery 40.0% 49.1% 89.1%

Affordability 46.0% 39.2% 85.2%

Relaxing ambiance 44.8% 39.5% 84.3%

Safety 39.3% 44.0% 83.3%

Lots to see & do 48.5% 34.7% 83.2%

Ease of getting around 49.8% 31.4% 81.2%

Access – ease of getting there 46.5% 34.5% 81.1%

Restaurants, cuisine and food scene 44.6% 35.0% 79.7%

Hotels—quality 45.2% 33.0% 78.1%

Outdoor activities and recreation 50.1% 27.6% 77.7%

Parks (national/state/local) 46.9% 28.8% 75.8%

Cultural and arts related performances and activities 44.9% 20.4% 65.3%

Historical sites 41.5% 21.7% 63.2%

Festivals and special events 41.0% 21.1% 62.1%

Romantic ambiance 38.1% 19.4% 57.5%

Shopping opportunities 34.6% 21.8% 56.4%

A good place for kids 29.2% 25.6% 54.8%

Farms, cheesemakers, etc. you can visit 31.0% 18.0% 49.0%

Craft breweries 30.7% 15.8% 46.4%

Bars/Nightlife 26.8% 13.8% 40.6%

“Buzz”—hearing about it in media/social media 23.9% 11.9% 35.8%
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Importance of Certain Aspects to Interest in Visiting Far Northern California 
– Full Data

Question: In general, how 
important are each of the 
following to your interest 
in visiting the far northern 
region of California for a 
leisure trip or getaway? 

Base: Respondents who 
are interested in leisure 
travel to/within Northern 
California. 604 responses.

Table 2: Importance of Certain Aspects to Interest in Visiting Far Northern California – Full Data

Very 
Unimportant

Unimportant Neutral Important
Very 

important

Beautiful scenery 2.1% 2.2% 6.5% 40.0% 49.1%

Affordability 2.7% 1.0% 11.1% 46.0% 39.2%

Relaxing ambiance 1.1% 2.4% 12.3% 44.8% 39.5%

Safety 1.9% 1.2% 13.6% 39.3% 44.0%

Lots to see & do 2.1% 1.0% 13.7% 48.5% 34.7%

Ease of getting around 2.9% 2.2% 13.7% 49.8% 31.4%

Access – ease of getting there 2.4% 2.4% 14.1% 46.5% 34.5%

Restaurants, cuisine and food scene 2.9% 1.7% 15.8% 44.6% 35.0%

Hotels—quality 2.5% 4.4% 14.9% 45.2% 33.0%

Outdoor activities and recreation 3.1% 3.6% 15.7% 50.1% 27.6%

Parks (national/state/local) 2.8% 3.4% 18.1% 46.9% 28.8%

Cultural and arts related performances and activities 3.3% 5.4% 26.0% 44.9% 20.4%

Historical sites 2.5% 5.7% 28.6% 41.5% 21.7%

Festivals and special events 2.8% 7.7% 27.4% 41.0% 21.1%

Romantic ambiance 6.0% 7.2% 29.3% 38.1% 19.4%

Shopping opportunities 4.9% 10.7% 28.1% 34.6% 21.8%

A good place for kids 15.4% 12.4% 17.4% 29.2% 25.6%

Farms, cheesemakers, etc. you can visit 5.6% 10.9% 34.5% 31.0% 18.0%

Craft breweries 12.1% 14.2% 27.3% 30.7% 15.8%

Bars/Nightlife 15.3% 17.4% 26.7% 26.8% 13.8%

“Buzz”—hearing about it in media/social media 12.1% 20.8% 31.3% 23.9% 11.9%
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Outdoor Recreational Activities of Interest for Far Northern California Trip

Question: Which of the following activities are you most interested in doing if on 
a leisure trip to the far northern region of California? Please select all that apply. 
Base: Respondents who are interested in participating in outdoor recreational 
activities while on a leisure trip to/within Northern California. 471 responses.

Chart 8: Outdoor Recreational Activities of Interest for Far Northern 
California Trip

Hiking is the outdoor recreational activity travelers would be most 

interested in for a leisure trip to far northern California. Survey respondents 

who reported that outdoor recreational activities were “important” or “very 

important” in generating interest for a leisure trip to the far northern region 

of California in the previous question (chart 7) were then asked which 

outdoor recreational activities were of most interest to them. Beyond hiking, 

this group cited fishing (43.8%) and cycling (39.6%) as the activities of most 

interest. This was followed by bird watching (27.9%) and climbing (25.9%).
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Knowledge of Siskiyou County Prior to Survey

Question: Prior to taking this survey, had you ever heard of Siskiyou County, 
California? Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure travel to/within 
Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 9: Knowledge of Siskiyou County Prior to SurveyAwareness of Siskiyou County was moderate with over six-in-ten Northern 

California-interested travelers reporting that they have heard of Siskiyou 

County. In total, 61.4 percent of respondents have heard of Siskiyou County 

prior to taking this survey while 30.3 percent have not. Additionally, 8.4 

percent were uncertain of whether they have heard of Siskiyou County.

Yes, 
61.4%

No, 
30.3%

Not certain, 8.4%
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Familiarity with Attractions/Things to Do in Siskiyou County

Question: How familiar are you with the attractions and things to do in Siskiyou 
County? (Select one) Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure travel 
to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 10: Familiarity with Attractions/Things to Do in Siskiyou CountySurvey respondents who are interested in traveling to or within Northern 

California are moderately familiar with Siskiyou County’s leisure destination 

offerings. When asked how familiar respondents were with the attractions 

and things to do in Siskiyou County, half reported being at least “somewhat 

familiar” with the destination’s offerings, including 15.0 percent who are 

“extremely familiar.” The remaining 49.5 percent reported being unfamiliar, 

including one-in-five who report being “totally unfamiliar.”
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Top-of-Mind Attractions/Things to Do in Siskiyou County – Unaided 

Question: When you think of Siskiyou County, California, what attractions and 
things to do first come to mind? Even if you are unfamiliar with Siskiyou County, 
please respond based on your current impressions. Base: Respondents who are 
interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 380 responses.

Chart 11: Top-of-Mind Attractions/Things to Do in Siskiyou County – Unaided In the minds of Northern California-interested travelers, outdoor recreation 

(45.5%) was listed as the most popular thing to do in Siskiyou County. 

Survey respondents were asked, in an open-ended format, to list the 

attractions and things to do in Siskiyou County that first came to mind. The 

chart on the right shows the top 13 written-in responses. Those interested in 

visiting Northern California were also interested in natural parks/forests 

(16.3%), Mount Shasta (13.6%), water activities (12.9%), mountains/volcano 

(12.6%) and nature/sightseeing (11.7%).
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Top-of-Mind Descriptions of Siskiyou County – Unaided 

Question: Thinking of Siskiyou County specifically as a place to visit, how would 
you describe it? Please write in the first three words or phrases that come to 
mind. Again, even if you are unfamiliar with Siskiyou County, please respond 
based on your current impressions. Base: Respondents who are interested in 
leisure travel to/within Northern California. 425 responses.

Chart 12: Top-of-Mind Descriptions of Siskiyou County – UnaidedWhen respondents picture visiting Siskiyou County, the first descriptions 

that come to mind are beautiful/scenic, relaxing and amazing. Survey 

respondents were asked in an open-ended question to describe Siskiyou 

County as a place to visit. These associations primarily focused on the 

county’s natural assets. Travelers surveyed were most likely to associate the 

area with beautiful scenery and relaxing atmosphere. Those who report being 

at least somewhat familiar with Siskiyou County (Chart 10) were more likely 

to describe the area as amazing or appealing compared to those who are 

unfamiliar with the destination (33.7% vs. 6.1%).
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Most Recognizable Far Northern California Cities – Aided 

Question: Before taking this survey today, which of the following cities (if any) 
have you heard of? Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure travel 
to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 13: Most Recognizable Far Northern California Cities – Aided Of the areas tested, Mount Shasta and Shasta Lake are the most 

recognizable cities in the far northern California region. Survey respondents 

were shown a list of 15 far northern California cities and asked which they 

have heard of prior to taking this survey. Those interested in visiting Northern 

California surveyed heard of Mount Shasta (74.7%), Shasta Lake (70.6%) and 

Redding (63.9%) prior to taking this survey. Approximately half of these 

respondents also heard of Yreka (50.8%) and Weed (48.0%). Additionally, one-

in-three or more interested in traveling to Northern California surveyed have 

also heard of Tule Lake (36.4%), Scott Valley (35.0%) and Dunsmuir (33.3%).
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Visitation to Far Northern California Cities in Past Three Years

Question: Which of the following cities and areas have you visited for leisure in 
the last three years? (Select all that apply) Base: Respondents who are interested 
in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 14: Visitation to Far Northern California Cities in Past Three YearsNot surprisingly, Mount Shasta and Shasta Lake topped the list again as the 

most visited destinations in the area. Survey respondents were shown the 

same list of 15 far northern California cities and asked which they have visited 

for leisure in the last three years. Other top destinations cited besides Mount 

Shasta and Shasta Lake were Redding (21.5%), Yreka (16.4%) and Weed 

(14.1%). Four-in-ten respondents have not visited any of these cities or areas 

in the past three years.

These findings show a clear correlation between destination familiarity and 

visitation – namely the more well-known destinations in far northern 

California enjoy the highest rates of visitation.
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Interest in Visiting Far Northern California Cities in Next  Three Years

Question: Which of the following cities are you interested in visiting on a leisure 
trip in the next three years? Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure 
travel to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 15: Interest in Visiting Far Northern California Cities in Next Three YearsAgain, Mount Shasta (57.5%) and Shasta Lake (50.5%) topped the list of 

Northern California cities respondents were interested in traveling to in the 

next three years--generating the most interest with over half of respondents 

surveyed. The survey then asked respondents which of these 15 far northern 

California cities they would be interested in visiting for leisure in the next 

three years. Beyond Mount Shasta and Shasta Lake, Tule Lake (29.2%), 

Redding (25.7%) and Yreka (22.0%) were other destinations respondents were 

interested in visiting. Only 10.8 percent of respondents report having no 

interest in visiting the areas tested.
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Positive Descriptions of Siskiyou County - Aided

Question: Please picture Siskiyou County again. In your opinion, which of these 
words or phrases accurately describe Siskiyou County? (Select all that apply) 
Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure travel to/within Northern 
California. 604 responses.

Chart 16: Positive Descriptions of Siskiyou County - AidedSiskiyou County is most strongly associated with being “outdoorsy,” 

“beautiful” and “relaxing” in minds of Northern California-interested 

travelers. Survey respondents were presented a list of 29 positive descriptors 

and asked which accurately describe Siskiyou County. The chart on the right 

shows the top 15 descriptors selected. Amongst all respondents—but 

especially with those who were familiar with Siskiyou County—the area was 

significantly associated with being outdoorsy (51.9%), beautiful (51.0%) and 

relaxing (46.1%). Those who reported being familiar with Siskiyou County 

(Chart 10) were more likely to describe the County as being “adventurous,” 

“historic” and “family-friendly” compared to those who are not familiar with 

the area.

The full data on all positive descriptors tested is presented on the next slide.
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Positive Descriptions of Siskiyou County - Aided

Question: Please picture Siskiyou County again. In your opinion, which of these words or phrases accurately describe Siskiyou County? (Select all that apply) Base: Respondents 
who are interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California.  604 responses.

Table 3: Positive Descriptions of Siskiyou County (Aided) – Full Data

Total

Outdoorsy 51.9%

Beautiful 51.0%

Relaxing 46.1%

Quiet 39.1%

Adventurous 37.2%

Serene 36.4%

Historic 35.8%

Family-friendly 34.5%

Rustic 34.4%

Down-to-earth 29.0%

Affordable 28.7%

Charming 28.4%

Welcoming 28.3%

Fun 27.2%

Safe 23.0%

(Continued) Total

Genuine 21.7%

Unique 20.6%

Quaint 19.5%

Exciting 19.5%

Walkable 19.1%

Pure 18.9%

Romantic 18.4%

Spiritual 16.7%

Country Western 16.6%

Convenient 15.2%

Humble 13.1%

Diverse 11.7%

Artsy 11.7%

Sophisticated 8.5%

None of these 4.7%
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Negative Descriptions of Siskiyou County - Aided

Question: In your opinion, which of these words or phrases describe Siskiyou 
County? (Select all that apply) Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure 
travel to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 17: Negative Descriptions of Siskiyou County - AidedOf the negative destination descriptors tested, those interested in visiting 

Northern California felt that Siskiyou County could most be described as 

“unknown” (22.5%) and “touristy” (21.5%). Additionally, approximately 15 

percent of respondents felt Siskiyou County could also be described as 

“underdeveloped” (17.2%) and “remote/hard to travel to” (15.4%). One-third 

of respondents felt that none of the negative descriptors tested align with 

their perception of Siskiyou County (34.3%).
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Appeal of Siskiyou County for Leisure Day-Trip

Question: Given what you currently know, how appealing do you find Siskiyou 
County as a destination for a getaway or other leisure related day-trip? (Select 
one) Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure travel to/within Northern 
California. 604 responses.

Chart 18: Appeal of Siskiyou County for Leisure Day-TripThe vast majority of Northern California-interested travelers surveyed found 

Siskiyou County appealing for a leisure day trip. In total, 84.9 percent of 

survey respondents stated that Siskiyou County was an “appealing” (33.2%) 

or “very appealing” (51.7%) destination for a getaway or other leisure related 

day-trip. Only 7.2 percent felt the destination was unappealing for such travel 

– largely driven by those who are unfamiliar with Siskiyou County as a leisure 

destination.
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Appeal of Siskiyou County for Overnight Leisure Trip

Question: How appealing do you find Siskiyou County as a destination for a 
getaway or other leisure related trip of one or more nights? (Select one) Base: 
Respondents who are interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 
604 responses.

Chart 19: Appeal of Siskiyou County for Overnight Leisure TripSiskiyou County was considered to be a highly appealing destination for an 

overnight leisure trip. Nine-in-ten respondents thought that Siskiyou County 

was an “appealing” (39.0%) or “very appealing” (51.1%) destination for an 

overnight leisure trip. Only a slim 2.2 percent found the County to be an 

unappealing overnight leisure trip destination.
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Evaluation of Siskiyou County Attributes for Leisure Travel – Top Two Box Score

Question: Please use the five point scale below (where "1" equals "Very Poor" and 
"5" equals "Very Good") to evaluate each attribute of Siskiyou County as a place to 
visit for leisure travel. Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure travel 
to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 20: Evaluation of Siskiyou County Attributes for Leisure Travel – Top 
Two Box Score

Of the attributes tested, beautiful scenery, outdoor recreation, parks 

(national/state/local) and relaxing ambiance topped the list, all with a top 

two box score over 90 percent. The survey then presented those interested 

in visiting Northern California with a list of 21 destination attributes and 

asked respondents to rate each attribute of Siskiyou County as a place to visit 

for leisure using a five point scale where “1” equals “very poor” and “5” 

equals “very good.” The chart on the right shows the top two box score for 

the top ten highest rated attributes. In addition to the top four attributes 

listed, Siskiyou County is also rated highly as a destination with lots to see and 

do (78.9%), having historical sites (78.4%) and being safe (75.7%).

The full data on all attributes tested is presented on the next two slides.
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Evaluation of Siskiyou County Attributes for Leisure Travel – Top Two Box Score 
(continued)

Question: Please use the five 
point scale below (where "1" 
equals "Very Poor" and "5" 
equals "Very Good") to 
evaluate each attribute of 
Siskiyou County as a place to 
visit for leisure travel. 

Base: Respondents who are 
interested in leisure travel 
to/within Northern California. 
604 responses.

Table 4: Evaluation of Siskiyou County Attributes for Leisure Travel – Top Two Box Score (continued)

Good Very Good
Top Two 

Box Score

Beautiful scenery 22.3% 71.0% 93.4%

Outdoor activities and recreation 28.2% 64.5% 92.7%

Parks (national/state/local) 34.1% 57.3% 91.4%

Relaxing ambiance 43.9% 47.4% 91.3%

Lots to see & do 41.4% 37.5% 78.8%

Historical sites 47.7% 30.7% 78.4%

Safety 44.6% 31.1% 75.6%

Romantic ambiance 41.9% 32.2% 74.1%

A good place for kids 38.8% 34.3% 73.1%

Affordability 49.3% 22.2% 71.5%

Access – ease of getting there 40.5% 24.9% 65.4%

Farms, cheesemakers, etc. you can visit 38.8% 25.7% 64.5%

Ease of getting around 38.7% 25.7% 64.4%

Restaurants, cuisine and food scene 41.6% 21.9% 63.5%

Cultural and arts related performances and activities 37.6% 20.4% 58.0%

Hotels—quality 37.2% 20.1% 57.3%

Festivals and special events 35.3% 19.4% 54.7%

Craft breweries 34.2% 20.2% 54.4%

Shopping opportunities 28.6% 17.4% 46.0%

Bars/Nightlife 25.3% 15.5% 40.8%

“Buzz”—hearing about it in media/social media 22.8% 15.8% 38.6%
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Evaluation of Siskiyou County Attributes for Leisure Travel – Full Data

Question: Please use the five 
point scale below (where "1" 
equals "Very Poor" and "5" 
equals "Very Good") to evaluate 
each attribute of Siskiyou County 
as a place to visit for leisure 
travel. 

Base: Respondents who are 
interested in leisure travel 
to/within Northern California. 
604 responses.

Table 5: Evaluation of Siskiyou County Attributes for Leisure Travel – Full Data

Very Poor Poor Neutral Good Very Good

Beautiful scenery 0.1% 0.1% 6.5% 22.3% 71.0%

Outdoor activities and recreation 0.1% 0.4% 6.8% 28.2% 64.5%

Parks (national/state/local) 0.1% 1.1% 7.4% 34.1% 57.3%

Relaxing ambiance 0.4% 0.4% 7.9% 43.9% 47.4%

Lots to see & do 0.4% 2.4% 18.3% 41.4% 37.5%

Historical sites 0.5% 2.4% 18.7% 47.7% 30.7%

Safety 0.1% 1.4% 22.9% 44.6% 31.1%

Romantic ambiance 1.1% 2.3% 22.6% 41.9% 32.2%

A good place for kids 0.5% 1.6% 24.8% 38.8% 34.3%

Affordability 0.3% 1.2% 26.9% 49.3% 22.2%

Access – ease of getting there 2.1% 7.3% 25.3% 40.5% 24.9%

Farms, cheesemakers, etc. you can visit 1.1% 4.1% 30.3% 38.8% 25.7%

Ease of getting around 1.4% 3.7% 30.6% 38.7% 25.7%

Restaurants, cuisine and food scene 0.9% 7.8% 27.8% 41.6% 21.9%

Cultural and arts related performances and activities 2.5% 7.0% 32.5% 37.6% 20.4%

Hotels—quality 1.1% 5.1% 36.5% 37.2% 20.1%

Festivals and special events 1.6% 5.3% 38.4% 35.3% 19.4%

Craft breweries 2.1% 6.9% 36.5% 34.2% 20.2%

Shopping opportunities 5.8% 16.8% 31.3% 28.6% 17.4%

Bars/Nightlife 3.8% 14.7% 40.6% 25.3% 15.5%

“Buzz”—hearing about it in media/social media 9.0% 11.7% 40.8% 22.8% 15.8%
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Past Visitation to Siskiyou County

Question: Have you ever visited Siskiyou County? (Select one) Base: Respondents 
who are interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 21: Past Visitation to Siskiyou CountyNearly two-thirds of survey respondents have visited Siskiyou County. This 

includes 34.7 percent of respondents who have visited within the last three 

years. Additionally 18.1 percent have visited the County between three to ten 

years ago and 12.1 percent who visited more than a decade ago. In total, 35.2 

percent of respondents surveyed have never visited Siskiyou County.
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Past Visitors to Siskiyou County: Primary Purpose of Most Recent Visit

Question: What was the primary purpose of your most recent visit to Siskiyou 
County? (Select one) Base: Respondents who have visited Siskiyou County. 393 
responses.

Chart 22: Past Visitors to Siskiyou County: Primary Purpose of Most Recent 
Visit

The largest proportion of past visitors were in Siskiyou County for a leisure 

day-trip (37.0%), while a slightly smaller percentage were in the area for an 

overnight getaway or vacation (30.3%). Those who have visited Siskiyou 

County were then asked to specify the primary purpose of their most recent 

visit. In addition to leisure day-trips and overnight vacations, nearly one-in-

four past visitors were passing through the County on their way to another 

destination (24.3%) while 6.9 percent were in Siskiyou County for a business-

related trip.
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Primary Reasons for Taking an Overnight Leisure Trip to Siskiyou County - Unaided 

Chart 23: Primary Reasons for Taking an Overnight Leisure Trip to Siskiyou 
County - Unaided

Those interested in visiting Northern California cited outdoor recreation 

(15.5%) and relaxation (13.9%) as the primary reason they would visit 

Siskiyou County for an overnight leisure trip. Those interested in travel to 

Northern California were asked, in an open-ended question, to describe what 

their primary reason for taking an overnight leisure trip to Siskiyou County 

would be. The chart on the right shows the top eleven recorded responses. 

Respondents also listed escaping the city (9.4%) and reveling in Siskiyou 

County’s scenic/natural beauty (7.7%) as top reasons for wanting to take an 

overnight trip to the area.

Question: In a few words, please describe what would be your primary reason for 
an overnight leisure trip to Siskiyou County. Base: Respondents who are 
interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 492 responses.
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Primary Motivators for Taking an Overnight Leisure Trip to Siskiyou County – Aided  

Question: Which of the following would be important motivators for you to take 
an overnight leisure trip to Siskiyou County? (Select all that apply) Base: 
Respondents who are interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 
604 responses.

Chart 24: Primary Motivators for Taking an Overnight Leisure Trip to 
Siskiyou County - Aided

The most motivational factors for taking an overnight leisure trip to Siskiyou 

County were scenic beauty and visiting Mount Shasta. Survey respondents 

were presented with a list of 23 motivators and asked which would be an 

important motivator for them to take an overnight leisure trip to Siskiyou 

County. The chart on the right shows the top 13 motivators selected. Similar 

percentages, approximately 40 percent, also cited the area’s friendly 

atmosphere, getting close to nature, exploring a new place and experiencing 

a variety of outdoor activities as important motivators for taking an overnight 

leisure trip to the area.

The full data on all motivators tested is presented on the next slide.
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Primary Motivators for Taking an Overnight Leisure Trip to Siskiyou County 
(Aided) – Full Data

Question: Which of the following would be important motivators for you to take an overnight leisure trip to Siskiyou County? (Select all that apply) Base: Respondents who are 
interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Table 6: Primary Motivators for Taking an Overnight Leisure Trip to Siskiyou County (Aided) – Full Data

Total

Scenic beauty 60.3%

Visit Mount Shasta 49.4%

Friendly atmosphere 43.7%

Get close to/immersed in nature 42.5%

It’s a new place to explore 42.4%

Variety of outdoor activities 41.2%

Overall affordability 38.2%

Hiking opportunities/options 36.9%

Uncrowded 36.0%

Visit small towns 35.6%

Affordable hotels 34.5%

It’s an adventurous place to visit 33.5%

(Continued) Total

Historic sites/museums 33.3%

Local food scene 28.9%

Special events/festivals 27.0%

Farms you can visit 23.2%

Fishing opportunities/options 21.3%

Shopping 21.1%

Micro-breweries and wineries 18.9%

Bird watching opportunities/options 18.0%

Winter recreation activities 15.3%

Cycling opportunities/options 13.7%

Climbing opportunities/options 11.8%

Other 1.0%
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Top Three Motivators for Taking an Overnight Leisure Trip to Siskiyou 
County – Aided  

Question: Now please select the three most important motivators for you to take 
an overnight leisure trip to Siskiyou County. (Select THREE) Base: Respondents 
who are interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 25: Top Three Motivators for Taking an Overnight Leisure Trip to 
Siskiyou County - Aided

Survey respondents were then presented with the same list of 23 motivators 

and asked to select the three most important in regards to taking an 

overnight leisure trip to Siskiyou County. Scenic beauty again topped the list 

with 41.2 percent of respondents citing it as one of the most important 

overnight leisure trip motivators. Additionally, the variety of outdoor 

activities (23.3%), friendly atmosphere (21.2%) and getting close to nature 

(19.7%) were also top motivators for those interested in traveling to/within 

northern California. 
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Level of Interest in Siskiyou County’s Destination Offerings

Question: In terms of motivating you to visit Siskiyou County, how interesting do 
you find each of the following? Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure 
travel to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 26: Level of Interest in Siskiyou County’s Destination OfferingsSiskiyou County’s natural assets and outdoor recreational offerings generated 

the most interest amongst respondents in terms of motivating them to visit 

the area. The survey presented respondents with a list of 13 destination 

offerings and asked their level of interest in each, in terms of motivating them 

to visit Siskiyou County. The chart on the right shows the top two box score for 

each offering tested. Access to Mount Shasta generated the most interest with 

a top two box score of 86.5 percent. This was followed by the County’s other 

natural assets: state parks, Lava Beds National Park, access to the Volcanic 

Scenic Byway and recreational access to rivers/lakes – all receiving a top two 

box score of approximately 80 percent.

The full data on the destination offerings tested is presented on the next slide.
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Level of Interest in Siskiyou County’s Destination Offerings – Full Data

Question: In terms of 
motivating you to visit 
Siskiyou County, how 
interesting do you find each 
of the following? 

Base: Respondents who are 
interested in leisure travel 
to/within Northern 
California. 604 responses.

Table 7: Level of Interest in Siskiyou County’s Destination Offerings – Full Data

Very 
Uninteresting

Uninteresting Neutral Interesting
Very 

Interesting

Access to Mount Shasta 0.9% 1.6% 11.1% 39.7% 46.8%

Home to multiple State Parks 1.1% 2.4% 14.7% 44.5% 37.2%

Lava Beds National Park 0.8% 1.3% 16.3% 41.6% 40.0%

Access to the Volcanic Scenic Byway 0.9% 2.5% 15.6% 46.9% 34.1%

Recreational access to multiple rivers and lakes 1.1% 1.6% 16.6% 38.9% 41.7%

Hundreds of miles of hiking and cycling trails 3.0% 4.6% 19.2% 42.8% 30.4%

Home of the first National Wildlife Refuge in the US 0.8% 3.3% 24.2% 41.9% 29.9%

Access points to the Pacific Crest Trail 1.6% 3.8% 24.6% 41.5% 28.5%

Winter recreational offerings 6.7% 11.0% 29.3% 31.0% 22.0%

Big Foot sightings 15.7% 11.3% 22.4% 26.4% 24.2%

Agricultural and Agritourism offerings 5.6% 12.4% 32.5% 35.9% 13.6%

Hub for spirituality 7.8% 11.0% 32.1% 30.6% 18.6%

Fly fishing mecca 13.8% 14.3% 25.5% 27.0% 19.5%
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Fall/Winter Siskiyou County Events of Interest

Question: In terms of motivating you to visit Siskiyou County, which of the 
following special events and festivals are of interest to you?  Please select all that 
apply. (Fall/Winter) Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure travel 
to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 27: Fall/Winter Siskiyou County Events of InterestThe survey presented respondents with a list of seasonal fall/winter Siskiyou 

County events and asked which would motivate them to visit the area. 

Approximately four-in-ten respondents cited the Great Pumpkin Festival 

(42.7%), Christmas Tree Lighting (39.7%) and Montague Balloon Fair (39.4%) 

as the most interesting fall/winter events that would motivate a trip to 

Siskiyou County.
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Spring/Summer Siskiyou County Events of Interest

Question: In terms of motivating you to visit Siskiyou County, which of the 
following special events and festivals are of interest to you?  Please select all that 
apply. (Spring/Summer) Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure travel 
to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 28: Spring/Summer Siskiyou County Events of InterestThe survey then presented respondents with a list of seasonal spring/summer 

Siskiyou County events and asked which would motivate them to visit the 

area. Approximately one-in-three respondents cited the Yreka Gold Rush 

Days (35.8%), Siskiyou Golden Fair (35.3%) and McCloud Lumberjack Fiesta 

(33.2%) as the most interesting spring/summer events that would motivate 

a trip to Siskiyou County.
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Interest in Specific Types of Leisure Trips to Siskiyou County

Question: Thinking about the types of leisure trips you might take, how 
interested would you be in taking each of the following to Siskiyou County? Base: 
Respondents who are interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 
604 responses.

Chart 29: Interest in Specific Types of Leisure Trips to Siskiyou CountyIn line with respondents’ perceptions and the most liked aspects of the 

area, survey respondents report being most interested in taking outdoor 

adventure trips to Siskiyou County. The survey asked respondents which 

types of leisure trips they would be interested in taking to Siskiyou County 

using a five point scale in which “1” represents “very uninterested” and “5” 

represents “very interested.” The chart on the right shows the top two box 

score for each leisure trip type tested. Outdoor adventure trips topped the list 

with a top two box score of 81.1 percent. Family trips (74.7%) and couples 

getaways (72.5%) followed with top two box scores over 70 percent.

The full data on interest in specific leisure trip types is presented on the next 

slide.
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Interest in Specific Types of Leisure Trips to Siskiyou County – Full Data

Question: Thinking about the types of leisure 
trips you might take, how interested would you 
be in taking each of the following to Siskiyou 
County? 

Base: Respondents who are interested in 
leisure travel to/within Northern California. 
604 responses.

Table 8: Interest in Specific Types of Leisure Trips to Siskiyou County – Full Data

Very 
uninterested

Uninterested Neutral Interested
Very 

interested

Outdoor adventure trips 3.3% 2.7% 12.5% 36.6% 44.5%

Family trips 3.9% 5.3% 13.3% 35.1% 39.6%

Couples getaways 4.1% 6.3% 14.0% 34.1% 38.4%

Friend’s getaways (3 or more friends) 4.6% 8.2% 21.0% 35.8% 29.4%

Agritourism/Food trip 5.0% 8.0% 26.9% 33.0% 26.5%

Girlfriend trips 9.5% 12.1% 20.7% 27.7% 23.8%

Guy’s trips 10.0% 11.5% 21.7% 20.5% 20.0%
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Trip Type Ratings – Top 2 Box Score

Question: In general, how would you rate Siskiyou County as a place for each of 
the following? Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure travel to/within 
Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 30: Trip Type Ratings – Top 2 Box ScoreSiskiyou County was most highly rated as a “good” or “very good” 

destination for vacations and weekend getaways. The survey asked 

respondents to rate Siskiyou County as a place for general trip types using a 

five point scale in which “1” represents “very poor” and “5” represents “very 

good.” The chart on the right shows the top two box score for each general 

trip type tested. Those interested in visiting Northern California felt that the 

area was best for vacations (87.2%) and weekend getaways (85.0%), each 

scoring a top two box score of over 80 percent. Siskiyou County was 

perceived to be a comparatively less appealing destination for business 

meetings, scoring a top two box score of 40.9 percent.

The full data on trip types tested is presented on the next slide.
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Trip Type Ratings – Full Data

Question: In general, how would you rate Siskiyou County as a 
place for each of the following? 

Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure travel to/within 
Northern California. 604 responses.

Table 9: Trip Type Ratings – Full Data

Very 
Poor

Poor Neutral Good
Very 
Good

Vacations 0.7% 2.0% 10.1% 40.8% 46.4%

Weekend getaways 0.7% 2.2% 12.1% 47.6% 37.5%

Group events 1.2% 4.1% 26.0% 39.8% 28.9%

Weddings 2.1% 5.6% 32.4% 31.9% 27.9%

Business meetings 7.6% 14.5% 37.0% 23.8% 17.1%
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Reasons for Not Visiting Siskiyou County More Often

Question: Which of the following describe what keeps you from visiting Siskiyou 
County more often? (Select all that apply) Base: Respondents who are interested 
in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 31: Reasons for Not Visiting Siskiyou County More OftenNorthern California-interested travelers reported not visiting Siskiyou 

County more often primarily due to of lack of information about the area. 

Other top reasons listed for not visiting the County more often are that the 

destination is too far from home (37.1%) and respondents have more interest 

in other destinations (27.3%). Additionally, significant proportions, 

approximately one-in-five respondents, stated that they never hear anything 

about Siskiyou County either from friends/family (20.1%) or in the 

media/social media (17.4%). This demonstrates a significant educational 

opportunity for the County. Informing potential visitors of Siskiyou County’s 

many destination offerings will foster a higher level of familiarity which in 

turn will drive up aspirations to visit the area.
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Offline Travel Planning Resources Used

Question: Which, if any, of these OFFLINE sources do you use to plan vacations 
and weekend getaways? (Select all that apply) Base: Respondents who are 
interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 32: Offline Travel Planning Resources UsedWord-of-mouth was a powerful offline travel planning resource used in 

planning leisure travel. The survey asked respondents which offline travel 

planning resources they used to plan vacations and weekend getaways. The 

majority, 66.8 percent, reported using the opinions of friends or relatives to 

plan their leisure travel which again demonstrates the importance of 

destination familiarity and awareness. In addition to word-of-mouth, those 

interested in visiting Northern California often use travel or lifestyle 

magazines (43.6%) and/or official destination guidebooks (30.3%) to plan 

their leisure travel. 
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Online Travel Planning Resources Used

Question: Which, if any, ONLINE media do you use to plan vacations and 
weekend getaways. (Select all that apply) Base: Respondents who are interested 
in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 33: Online Travel Planning Resources UsedOTAs are the most frequently utilized online travel planning resource used 

by those surveyed. Over half, 52.5 percent, reported using online travel 

agencies to plan their vacations and weekend getaways. This was closely 

followed by consumer review websites such as TripAdvisor (42.9%), official 

destination websites (42.8%) and hotel websites (42.6%). Social media also 

plays a significant role in travel planning, primarily lead by Facebook (39.0%) 

and Instagram (25.4%).
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THE STATE OF JEFFERSON
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Awareness of “The State of Jefferson”

Question: Have you heard of “The State of Jefferson”? Base: Respondents who 
are interested in leisure travel to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 34: Awareness of “The State of Jefferson”A significant proportion of those surveyed, 45.4 percent, have heard of “The 

State of Jefferson.” A similar percentage, 46.2 percent, have not heard of 

“The State of Jefferson” and 8.4 percent are unsure.
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How “The State of Jefferson” Affects Interest in Visiting Siskiyou County

Question: How does “The State of Jefferson” affect your interest in visiting 
Siskiyou County? Base: Respondents who are interested in leisure travel 
to/within Northern California. 604 responses.

Chart 35: How “The State of Jefferson” Affects Interest in Visiting Siskiyou 
County

The survey then provided respondents with a detailed description of “The 

State of Jefferson” and asked if it affects their interest in visiting Siskiyou 

County. The largest proportion of survey respondents, 45.8 percent, report 

that it makes them more interested in visiting the County, including 27.1 

percent who said it has made them much more interested in visiting. Only 

11.6 percent of respondents report that the history of “The State of 

Jefferson” has adversely affected their interest in Siskiyou County.
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SAMPLE DEMOGRAPHICS
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Sample Demographics

Demographics Total

Gender
Male 51.6%
Female 48.3%
I prefer not to answer 0.1%

Age
65 or above 8.9%
55 to 64 11.0%
45 to 54 12.1%
35 to 44 29.0%
22 to 34 38.8%
18-21 0.0%
I prefer not to answer 0.2%
Mean 40.7

Formal Education
Some high school or less 0.5%
High school graduate 7.8%
Attended some college 18.1%
Associate’s degree 9.5%
Bachelor’s degree 38.0%
Some graduate school or more 25.9%
I prefer not to answer 0.2%

Sample Size 604

Demographics (continued) Total

Annual Household Income

Less than $29,999 6.2%

$30,000 to $49,999 12.6%

$50,000 to $79,999 28.1%

$80,000 to $99,999 21.6%

$100,000 to $124,999 10.1%

$125,000 to $149,999 7.6%

$150,000 to $199,999 6.8%

$200,000 or more 5.1%

I prefer not to answer 2.0%

Mean $89,268

Marital Status

Single 24.4%

Single with children under age 18 2.3%

Married/Partnered 37.8%

Married/Partnered with children 
under age 18

33.0%

Other 1.7%

I prefer not to answer 0.9%

% with children under 18 35.3%

Sample Size 604



71

Point of Origin: MSA

Question: What is your zip code? Base: All respondents. 604 responses.

Chart 36: Point of Origin: MSAIn total, 33.6 percent of survey respondents reside within the San Francisco-

Oakland MSA. Outside the San Francisco-Oakland, CA market there were 

significant percentages of survey respondents who reside in San Jose (18.5%), 

Sacramento (14.4%) and Portland, OR (11.3%).
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